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                        RUC FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES: People with an EV or plug-in hybrid will start paying RUC from 1 April
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                        SCAM ALERTS: Report a phishing scam or learn about the latest phishing scams

                    

                

            

        

    





	
		
	
		
			
				
                    
                        
                            Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency
                        
                    
                    
						[image: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency logo]
					

					

					
				

				
					
						
					
					
						 Menu
					
					
						
						Search for
						
						
					

					
				

			

		

	




		
	
		
			
				
					
					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Home
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Traffic and travel information
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Driver licences
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Vehicles
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Tolls, roads and rail
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Commercial driving
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Safety
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Walking, cycling and public transport
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Planning and investment
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Māori and Waka Kotahi
							
						

					
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Resources
							
						

					
					

				

				
					
					
						
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Online services

							
						
						

					
						
								
									
										Renew vehicle licence (rego)
									
								
	
									
										Book, change or cancel a driving test
									
								
	
									
										Bought a vehicle
									
								
	
									
										Sold a vehicle
									
								
	
									
										Change your address
									
								
	
									
										Buy road user charges (RUC)
									
								
	
									
										Pay a toll
									
								
	
									
										Order replacement labels
									
								
	
									
										Report a phishing scam
									
								
	
									
										Access all online services
									
								


						

					

				

				
					
						
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								About us
							
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Contact us
							
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Consultations
							
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Open data
							
						
							
								
								
									
								
								

								Road code
							
						
						

					

				

			

		

	



	


	
	
	
		

			
			
				[image: ]
				
			
            

		

	
	
		
			
				
					
						
		
			Home
		
	
					Projects
				




						SH94 Milford Road


                        
                            
                                Section menu
                            

                            	Project overview
	Gallery
	Project updates
	Important travel tips
	Avalanche control programme
	Videos
	Road management
	FAQs
	Contact us
	Homer Tunnel safety improvements
	Milford Opportunities project


                        
					

				

			

		

	





	
		
			
	
		
			
			
	[image: ]


			

		
		
			Project introduction

			
			
				These webpages provide information about Milford Road and the unique environment that Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency is working within to maintain this solitary road link to Milford Sound Piopiotahi.
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				Te Anau - Milford

			

			

			
			
				open

			

			

			
			
				TUNNEL CLOSING MONDAY TO SATURDAY NIGHTS FROM 6.15PM - 6AM. SEE BELOW FOR ACCESS OPTIONS.

			

			

			
				
					TUNNEL ACCESS OPTIONS - OPEN AT 7PM - 7.15PM & AT 8PM - 8.15PM. AFTER MIDNIGHT, PASSAGE MAY BE POSSIBLE WITH DELAYS, OTHERWISE NO PUBLIC ACCESS. CONTACT 021 768 124 FOR MORE INFO.

				

				
					Next Update 07:30AM 21 March 2024

				
			

		

	


Live webcam
View of the Gertrude Valley, Fiordland National Park, from Milford Road. This image is refreshed every minute.
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                Visitor information - driving to Milford Sound Piopiotahi

            
            
                The Milford Road provides the only road access to one of New Zealand's favourite tourist attractions – Milford Sound Piopiotahi. No other highway in New Zealand climbs as fast to the same altitude as this one which at its highest point is 940 metres above sea level.
For the latest road and weather details, here are handy tips for a safe trip and frequently asked questions about this road.
Frequently asked questions
Visitor map
[image: ]
	Queenstown to Milford travel time map [PDF, 620 KB]
	Features of interest from Te Anau to Milford Sound Piopiotahi [PDF, 522 KB]

Basic travelling information

            

            
                	
                         Times and distances
                        
                            The return trip from Te Anau to Milford Sound is 240km (144 miles) with a non-stop direct one-way drive taking at least two hours, potentially longer depending on the weather conditions.

                             Close
                        

                    


            
                	
                         Before setting out 
                        
                            Before leaving Te Anau ensure your vehicle has full tank of fuel as the only the fuel stop is at Gunns Camp in the Hollyford Valley that involves taking a detour off the Milford Road. Limited petrol and diesel is available also in Milford Sound from pumps that only certain credit cards with pin number access only.
For information on road safety for visiting drivers, the information kiosk and road signage on Milford Road, check out the important travelling tips page.
Follow our winter driving tips will help you prepare for and drive to the conditions when driving on icy, wet or snowbound roads.
Check traffic and travel updates on our Journey Planner website(external link) before you leave, or phone 0800 44 44 49.
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                         Toilets
                        
                            Flush toilet stops are located at Knobs Flat, The Divide and Milford Sound.

                             Close
                        

                    


            
                	
                         Telephones 
                        
                            	Telephone services are available at Knobs Flat (card phone),
	Homer Tunnel (satellite phone for emergency use only) and Milford Sound (card phone). 
	Along this route there are eight cell phone sites with broadband and mobile coverage. 
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                         Waste disposal sites 
                        
                            Campervan drivers shouldn’t discharge waste from their vehicles in the national park. Please use the facilities at your camping ground prior to leaving for Milford Sound. Camper van waste dump sites are also located at Knobs Flat and Milford Sound.
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                History of Milford Road

            
            
                Those who built the Milford Road and the Homer Tunnel in the 1930s were, for the most part, victims of the Great Depression and directed to this work by the government of the day. For these men of the road, and their wives who followed them into this wilderness, life was incredibly harsh, but the road and tunnel had to go through.
The weather could be merciless, the terrain ferocious, steep and rugged and beset by floods and deadly avalanches. Some workers died; bridge structures, road works and tunnel portals demolished, by the irrepressible forces of nature that marauded this area. In 1952 the road was finally completed. However, it remained closed during winter until the late 1970s, when tourist and fishing interests successfully lobbied for the year-round operation of the road.
After a massive avalanche killed a road maintenance supervisor in 1983, a programme was developed to monitor, assess and control the avalanche risk on the Milford Road. This avalanche control programme enables the road to stay open as much as possible with optimum margins of safety for all road users.

            

            
        

    


    
        
            
                Avalanche hazard

            
            
                The avalanche hazard is the prediction of the probability of avalanches happening and is expressed as a level of danger. You must consider this before driving into the avalanche area. Find out more on about the management and hazards on this page:
Avalanche control programme

            

            
        

    


    
        
            
                SH94 Milford Road Alliance

            
            
                [image: Milford Road Alliance logo]
The Milford Road Alliance is a partnership between Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency and Downer NZ to ensure the safe and efficient management of activities on State Highway 94 between Te Anau and Milford Sound. These include: avalanche control, incident response, managing the Homer Tunnel and general maintenance for the route.
The Alliance team is based in Te Anau. This ensures local ownership and decision making around the day-to-day operation of the highway, timely responses to issues and opportunities, and that the needs of customers using this key tourist route are met.

            

            
                	
                         Watch the iconic Milford Road as you have never seen it before in this stunning 20 minute video
                        
                            Get some great insights into what it takes to manage New Zealand’s only alpine highway traversing some of our planets most stunning scenery. You will also meet the dedicated and skilled team who are responsible for this road and the many and varied challenges they face.
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                Contact us

            
            
                For the latest road condition information:
	check www.highwayinfo.govt.nz(external link)
	freephone 0800 4 HIGHWAYS (0800 44 44 49), which is available 24/7.

For Milford Road queries or concerns:
Milford Road Alliance
Telephone (03) 249 7004
Email office@milfordroad.co.nz
For other road related issues:
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency’s Dunedin regional office
Telephone (03) 951 3009
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